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fcemity period, were preserved. In 1802 a perfectly pre-
served carcass of this gigantic pachyderm was found on the
bank of the Lena, a river which runs into the Arctic Sea,
after traversing a portion of the Asiatic continent in the vici-
nity of the North Pole. The frozen earth and the ice which
covers the hanks of the river into which the mammoth had
plunged, had so effectually preserved it from putrefaction, that
the flesh of the huge creature, dead for more than a hundred
thousand years, made a feast for the fishermen of that desert
place. In northern countries, if one would preserve the body
of a man, it could be effectually done by simply keeping it
constantly wrapped in ice.

When the body of a man, or of an animal, is exposed to
the combined influences of air, of water, and of a moderately
high temperature, it undergoes a series of chemical decompo-
sitions, whose final term is its transformation into carbonic
acid gas, and some compounds, gaseous or solid, which repre-
sent the less advanced products of destruction. Gases of
various kinds, carbonic acid, hydrosulphuric, and ammoniac,
and the vapour of water, spread themselves through the atmo-
sphere, or dissolve into the humidity of the soil. At a later
stage these compounds, thus dissolved into the water which
bathes the earth, are absorbed by the little roots of the plants
which live on it, and aid in their nutrition and develop-
ment. As for the gas, it begins by spreading through the
air; and then falling to the earth again dissolved in the rain-
water, it also equally supplies the needs of vegetable life.
The ammoniac and carbonic acid in the water which pene-